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Correct title: “The Paradoxical Commandments" 
by Dr. Kent M. Keith
 
A poem hangs on the wall at Mother Theresa’s 
orphanage in India. For all who are called to lead, it 
is a great reminder of what we should do: 
 

1. People are illogical, unreasonable and self-
centered (including me). Love them anyway.

2. If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. 
Do good anyway.

3. If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. 
Succeed anyway.

4. The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. Do good 
anyway.

5. Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. Be honest and frank 
anyway.

6. The biggest people with the biggest ideas can be shot down by 
the littlest people with the littlest ideas. Think big anyway.

7. People favor underdogs, but follow only top dogs. Fight for a few 
underdogs anyway.

8. What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. Build 
anyway.
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9. People really need help, but may attack you if you do help them. 
Help them anyway.

10. Give the world the best you have and you will get kicked in the 
teeth. Give the best you have anyway.

—————————————————————

Chris Widener is an example of how anyone can 
overcome any odds to achieve a successful life and 
help others achieve the same. Chris has overcome 
many obstacles... living through his father dying 
suddenly when he was four, being sent away from 
his family to live with relatives at age nine and 
becoming involved with drugs and alcohol by the 
age of twelve. Chris overcame those obstacles and 

has for the last ten years worked with some of the most financially 
successful families in America, helping them to achieve both personally 
and professionally. Now he can do the same for you!
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